and Methods propoſed for | rendring 
more beneficial to Great 
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Member of Parliament. 
Of CET ˙·˙ 3:5. "£08 TI T3 © CE BET log 
VI or nan 2 IV =» i 8 « 4 5 2515 
E Miſcarriage of the Naval Store- 
Bin laſt Seſſion of Parliament, lead- 
ing ſeveral Gentlemen to enquire how | 
wy a Bill ſo very advantageons to the M1 
— Pablick, could be loc; and your = 
Deſire of having the true Reaſons which put the | F 


Merchants; upon applying for it, haye en- 1 


ter: in which yo have, according to the beſt 5 | LR 
of my Knowledge, the true Cauſe for undertax- "| 
ing it, and alſo my Thoughts touching the regu- in "8 


| lating our Trade tothe Plantations, in thoſe Par- 
_ ticalars you ſeem to bediſſatisfy'd in. i 


by 


It is well known that we formerly received er | 
Supply of Pitch and Tar - from Sweden bat the 
„ 3 Spe diſb 


S377 7 


* 4) 
Swediſh Merchants s knowing © — eb beſt Tar and | 


reign or their own, ſhould load any but for their 
Account, and by their Order. 
This Monopoly gave great Uneaſineſs to our 
Merchants, who thought it a Hardſhip to be de- 
4 bringing home whav-Pitch and Tar they 
occaſion for in their own Shipping ; far 
" Toſing that Navigation was putting a Number of 
Ships out of Employment, and conſequently pay- 
ing our ==. moo or Work whilſt our People 
were unimploy'd. "i 
They made ſereral Complaints, bor to us pur- 
poſe, till the Year 1703. a War being then de- 
clar'd with France, and e proper a Royal Navy 
to. be-fitted out. 112 
Upon Examination it was bound, that there 
was not then Pitch and Tar ene in London for 
an immediate Supply. ' 
., Herenpon ſeveral Letters were: vera to Dr. 
] Robinſon, now Biſhop of London, then her Maje- 
ſty's Envoy at the Court of Sweden, upon that 
Occaſion: To which the Doctor returnd an An- 
ſwer from Warſaw; the 4th of Auguſt, 1703. to 
Sir Charles, Hedges, Secretary of State. This Let- 
ter was copy” 1 out, and given to ſeveral Mer- 
chants. that they might ſee how much it was in 
the Power of the King of Sweden, either to for- 
ward the fitting out the 2 128777 of ont 
or to. PEEP! It ih Harbour. 
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I gon rettiv'd Jour Hotiont's Letter of 
ih the stk, with Orders that I ſhould 
© earneſtly. preſs the King of Swedtn'to give fach 
as chat her Majeſty may Know what ihe has 

V pon this Subject I humbly take leave to re- 
© peat what I have formerly writ your Honour, 
© that on the xh of March laſt Itranftaitted to 
© the, King of Sweden her Majeſty's Letter ahout 


e "this Buſineſs, and ſent it with'a large Deduc- 


tion to Count Pipe; whereapon on the 2oth 
c of March his Majeſty writ to the College of 
© Commerce. at Stockholm, that ſhould give 
© all due Aſſiſtance to the Exgliſti Factors, em- 
5 ploy'd to buy up that Commodity for her Maje- 
4 ſty's Service : that for ready Money they ſhonld 
c be ſupply d as well with what was wanting for 
© the two formet Years, as what was deſir'd for 
this. Which Letter I ſent. to Srockbolnr, where it 
* was in due time received. 
Fot long after, Count Pjper told me, the Di- 
rectors u the Tar- Trade had repteſented it 
to the King as a great Grievance, that 20 
e ſhould be oblig'd to deliver at Srorkbolmany Pitc 
© or Tar for the Uſe of the Engliſh Navy, for 
© that they could to much more Advantage catry 
© it thither, and ſell it themfelves.. 
I preſt the Count very eat neſtly, that at leaſt 
© the King's Letter, which was already ſen 
might be comply'd with for this Tear; and tha 
<-if the like was deſir d for the future, we ſhould 
© thought fit to gratify the Queen therein or no 


give them Time for Deliberation, whether ey 


—— K —„—„ — 
a 
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055 © I had hopes this CE? veſt would not have 

< met with any Difficulty, t have lately beard 

from Mr. Fackſon it has been wholly rejected, 

. © and that the Directors of the Tar-Trade have 

declared they will, export to England and gl Iſe- 
25 where all their Pitch and Tar for their 8 

© counts, and that her Majeſty's Nav ſhall de n 


e at the n fixed. This I take to 


5 ll her Maje as to ttuſt to on that fide; ; 
N d my humble C 2 is, no Relief from hence 

805 much mend the matter. 
| For as it .bardl! ly be expected any new Or- 
i 8 der from the Ring of Sweden (if procured, which 
|  »*i$;uacertain).can arrive at. Stockbolm till ſome 
time in September, ſo it is not ſure, it will then 


1 be obey d more than hitherto, eſpecially conſi- 


dering that by that time the Tranſportation of 
© Pitch and Tar from Finland to Stockholm will be 
< almoſt over, and the Directors will have to ſay, 
< that they have not the Quantity deſired. 
It would. alſo fall into a hazardous Winter- 
e and, in all human apppearauce, not an- 
ſwer her Majeſty's Occaſions; wherefore I am 
much in pain what Reſolutions to take. 
© To repeat her Majeſty's Requeſt to no purpoſe, 


C5 2 


and where there may be a tolerable Pretence for | 


4 not complying with it, ſeems to me to be very 


25 . improper ;.and I humbly hope your Honour will 


7. © berof, that mind, JE 
1606 Mr. Fackſon. writes me in his Letter of July I, 


that a good Sum was then offer*d to facilitate the 
© Matter, but he had no hope it would ſucceed ; 

LJalſo believe it will not, the Count Mrede being 

- © ſo little inclined to contribute in any caſe to a 
+. good Intelligence between England and Sweden, 

and none ele having any Authority in theſe 


s. Matters: and therefore if theſe Endeavours alſo 


& * talk I cannot perceive her Majeſty can ww 2 2 
= * 


9 - 


_ © Traders in that Commodity; and on dur Shippin 


(7) 


therwiſe'thzn either by 


* ſuch a Price as they will ſell it at 0 « Pk 
"found by 


6 Sea or in 
< Pri 


SEAS 


< there writ me, they apprehend ir hay be fothis 
y rr Pee bug 


w-,, - : : 
— 
E 


© The Reclaimers, got infiſting upon the Ad- 


1 = 


s they might have had by carrying their 
. y mig! 


ad to Dantzich, offer d it at the ſame Price the 


© Admiralty of Sweden paid for rhe” la Lead they 
© bought”;*but"inſtead cf that were obliged to let 


4 fall one ſixth, and without any Compoſition for 
Sethe brigging pp aug detenriog öf their Ships.” 
Againſt this miy be objecten, that thereby the 
© preſent Occaſſon may be fer ved, but the Uncers 
© tainty become greater for the future 
_.© To. this I can only anſwer; That the Swedes 
< muſt always by themſelves or others; ſhip out 
© their Pitch and Tar, and we ſhall therefore bere- 
© after be at as much Certainty as now, Beides, 
as thoſe Directors have for many years*moropos 
© 1ized, and reſerv'd to themſctv the Tranſpor- 
© kation of all Pitch and Tar that goes t6 Hollins 

0 1 judge they intend to do in regard te ER 

& alſo, which if ſo, would fall hard both'6n'out 


« 'employ'd hitherto ina good Proportion to fetch 
Zit: beſide that the Price in Ergland® would" be 
© what the Monopolizers pleaſed. ien bas 


£ fider'd, and remedied one way or ther. 
II am alſo of opinion, that if che War with 
L MAuſcovy be of any long Continuanee, and In- 
+ roads be made into Finland; as olf probably 

| ; will, 


-.* Theſe Inconveniencies will, I hope, be cons + 
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tion conſumes; and ar fl... IRON to export 
great Quantities: to 1 Streights, Spain, Pertagaly 
Holland, Bremen, and Hamburg. 7 
?Tis allow'd: the Bounty; — by the Gomes 
ment amounts to a large Sum yearly; but what: 
— * Su and fell. our Neighbours, makes the 
dom amends for that Disburſement, and it 

1 ought down the Price ſo low, that both 
Pitch and Tar are ſold. with us for leſs than one 
third part of the Price we once paid for , Swediſh: 


Pitch «ad Tar: And if this way of ſupplying our 


ſelves from our own Plantations: had not been 
found out, no body knows how high the Swedes: 
might bave rais'd their Price upon us, beſides . 
Uncertainty of having it at any Price. | 

Upon the King of Sweden's Return from to: 
the Merchants were of Opigion, that his active 
and warlike Temper could not long ſit ſtill, and 
that a War would ſoon. begin in the Baltic, 
which would be a great Interruption to our re- 
ceiving from thence Naval Stores, and alſo be ve- 
ry injurious to all ManufaQuries that depended on 
them for Materials, but eſpecially to the Iron, 
Manufactury, Timber, &c. 

What was fear d ſoon came to paſs, a War ia; 
the Baltiek was begun, great Numbers of our 


Ships were ſeiz d on frivolous Pretences, and car- 


ry'd into Swediſh Ports, and condemned as Prize, - 


to the unſpeakable Damage of the Merchants. of 


this Kingdom; for which no manner of Redreſs 
has been; 'obtain'd. | 

The Lords Commiſſioners of Trade being ſea- 
ſible of the great Advantage of ſupplying our 
ſelves with Pitch and Tar from our own Planta- 
tions, ſent to the Merchants to give them an ac- 
count what other Naval Stores hed be PICs. 
and RE from es. | 


2: Their 


e 
- Their Lordſhips were told, that if Enconrage- | 
ment was giveo, and the People put into a pro- 
per way to begin, all other ſorts of Naval Stores, 
as well as Pitch and Tar, might be brought from 


thence; that the Sweet, had laid a new Duty on 


their Iron of near 25 
terruption of our Trad | * a | 
Iy diftrefgd our Iron Manufacturers for want of 
Iron to carry on their Buſineſs; and farther, that 
the Danes had raisd their Boards from eight or 
nine Dollars, te eighteen Dollars per hundred: 
That Undertakings of this Nature (as i the Caſe 
of Pitch and Tar) would at leaſt lower the Pri- 
ces, and leſſen the Imports of Daniſh and Smediſh 
Commodities, which at preſent drew from us a 
moſt prodigious Sum of Money. "And, Laſtly, 
it is manifeſt, that unleſs we import about 
20,000 Tun of foreign Iron per annum, our Ma- 
nufacturies cannot be compleatly-carry'd on: 
For in the two Vears before the War began in 
the Balticl, viz. 1714, and 171 5- (in which Years - 
we had a free Trade with Sweden) above 40, oo Tun 
was imported; and tho in the two following Years 
above 23000 Tun was imported, yet that being 
ſmort of a fufficient Supply, it created terrible 
Complaints among the Manufacturers. Selz 
Now 20000 Tun of Tron, at 121. per Tun, comes 
to 240,00 J. and the Boards and Timber we re- 
ceive at their preſent advanc'd Price, comes to 
200,000 l. more; and if they found we could not o- 
therwiſe be ſupply d, they would raiſe thePriceon us. 
Aud beſides all this, the Danes and Swedes had 
uſually. the Navigation of all their own Boards 
and Timber, &. in their own Shipping; which 
Employment qualify'd them to breed up Seamen, 
and conſequently, upon any Irruption, to fit out 
Ships for War and Privateers to an ney our Trade; 
and if ſo great an Advantage as bringing = 
n 8 


er cent. and that the In- 


. 0129 
id Commeſitzes from Io Plantations could * | 
| brought. to paſs, it would augment our Naviga- 
tion to the Plantations to more than double w 
it now is; Aud not only be an additional. ; — 
Perm to our Ship-Bailders, and all others 

concern'd therein, as well as to our Sailors and 
Seamen, bat increaſe the Conſumption of our 
Proviſic ans, and other Neceſſaries for victualling 
a8. fitting out the ſaid Ships; and that as — 

4 5 — encreaſes, that of Sweden and Den- 
marl malt of courſe link, and our new Supply of 
Seamen will be the orcateſt additional. Strength 
imaginable of able and uſeful Seamen tothe Na- 
val Force of this Kingdom; . which Sailors will 
be ready on all Occaſions to man out. our Fleets.. 

That in the Navigation we now carry on to our 
Plantations, it often happens that the Crops. of 
Tobacco and Sugar, &c. fall hort; ſo that ma- 
ny of the Ships are forcd to come home dead 
n and ſome 75 a whole: Seaſon for the 
next Crop, which (if Encouragement was given 
for bringing Timber, &c. from our Plantations) 
would, | upon on fuck Diſappointments, be Hare, of 2 


Loading. 5 A 
E Accounts were receiv'd with very great 
pleaſure by their Lordſhips; and the Merchants, 
to promote fo good a Work, waited on the Mi- 
niſtry at the Board of Trade, who heard and 
thorowly examined what te. Merchants had to 


offer. 

And after they kad been, attended at a great 
many Meetings, and receiv d full Satisfaction, that 
it would be 2 for 8 Advantage of this. Na- 
tion to be ſupplyd with Naval Stores from our 


own 4 and Jer much enlarge the Ex- 


| Re of our Woollen fad other ManufaQu- 
Motion was made for bringing a Bill in- 


o the | Houſe, which was F e 
F 


* — — 2% 1 — 64 —— 


lt: 6.12) 
by the Houſe, and paſs'd the Commons with a 
"Clauſe, © That no Perſon or Perſons within the 
fſsid Plantations, or any of them, ſhall manu- 
factute any Iron Wares of any kind whatſoe- 
ver, out of any Sows, Pigs, or Bars whatſoe- 
jj The near. oe 
one part to ſuch Perſon or Perſons as ſhall ſeize 
or ſue for the ſame, to be recover'd in any of 
©'his Majeſty's Courts of Record at Weſtminſter, 
or Court of Exchequer in Scotland, Courts of 
< Admiralty, or other Courts of Record in the 
_ <'Plantrations, &c, the Proof to lie on the Poſ- 
fſeſſor.“ By this Clauſe no Smith in the Plan- 
tations might make ſo much as a Bolt, or Spike, 
This Clauſe muſt indeed have put the Colonies 
into à moſt miſerable - Condition; the Smith be- 
ing above all other Trades abſolutely neceſſary for 
carrying on all other Employmeats : among the 
Teſt, that of Ship-Building had by it been utter- 
1y deſtroy'd, tho by this Article they make a great 
part of their Returns to England for purchaſing 
our Manufacture. „ noi nn gt 
And there was another Clauſe added in the 
Houſe of Lords, That from and after the 25th 
< day of Decemb. 1719. no Forge going by Water, 
or other Work whatſoever, ſhall be erected or 
© kept up in any of the ſaid Britiſh Plantations, 
for the making, working, or converting any 
© Sows, Pigs, or caſt Iron, into Bar or Rod-Iron, 
upon pain, that if any Perſon from thenceforth 
< 'ereq; or keep up, or cauſe to be erected or kept 
© up any ſuch Forge or other Work for the Uſe 
_ © or Purpoſe aforeſaid, ſuch Perſon ſo offending, 
being thereof lawfully convict in any of his Ma- 
jeſty's Courts of Record at Weſtminſter, or in 
the Court of Exchequer in Scotland, or in the 
Court of Admiralty, or other Court of Co 


_ 7 
held in ſuch Plantation where [the ' Offence. 
ſhall be committed, at the pleaſure of the In- 
former, ſhall, for ſuch his or ber firſt: Offence, 
ſuffer ſix Months Impriſonment without Bail or 
Mainprize, and for every other ſuch Offence ſhall 


© ſuffer ſix Months Impriſonment without Bail or 


_ © Mainprize ;-and&all Governors, or Commanders 
in Chief of the ſaid Plantations, and every of 
them, now and for the time being, are hereby 
ſtrictly requir*d not tor ſuffer ſuch Forge, or o- 
ther Work to be erected or kept up in any of 
the ſaid Plantations within their reſpective Go- 
vernments, contrary to the true Intent and 
Meaning hereof; and if any of the ſaid Gover- 
nors or Commanders in Chief ſhall willingly or 
< -wittingly offend''or be negligent) in doing his 
Duty herein, upon Complaint and Proof made 
:* thereof before his Majeſty, his Heirs and Suc- 
© ceſſors, or ſnch as ſhall be by him or them there- 
_ '© unto authoriz'd and appointed, by the Oath of 
_ © two or more credible Witneſſes, the ſaid Go- 
< yernor or Commander in Chief, ſo neglecting or 
< offending, ſhall be remov'd from his Government. 
Ibis ſecond Clauſe muſt have ruin'd all thoſe 
Iron-Works in'theColonies,to the great Loſs of the 
Proprietors of them, and given the French a much 
fairer Handle to ' tempt them into their Settle- 
ments, which join to ours, than the Scarcity of Iron 
has given them to intice away our Artificer s. 
Which being duly conſider d, thoſe Perſons that 
were ſollicitous for the Benefit of the Publick, de- 
ſir'd the Bill ſhould be dropt that Seſſion, that 
the Members of both Houſes might have time fully 
to inform themſelves of the Advantages thereof. 
Thoſe Gentlemen who chiefly oppos'd this 
Undertaking, were concern'd in lron- Works, who 
ſince the luterruption of the Trade with Sweden, 
have rais'd their Iron to an extraordinary Price: 


3 \ 


8 —_— - 
They did all they could to obſtru& the Bill; they 
-reported it would -hinder the Exportation of 
1 t Iron to the Plantations, that it was on- 
ly/a Trick of ſome: Stock- Jobbers, and that it 
was carry'd on by ſome Perſons that had a Grant 
from the Crown of ſome part of Neve Scoria. 
All Which were mere groundleſs Inſinuat ions 
for there never was a Deſigu of making à Stock 
of it, nor were any Stock- Jobbers ever concern'd 
in che ſolliciting it; mach leſs did any Ferſon 
.concern'd — think of 4 Grant from the 
Crown; neither was Nova Scotia the Place in- 
| tended for carrying on the aforeſaid Buſineſs, or 
+ -thought to be properfor the ſaid Undertaking. 
| Bat as the People of New England, New Ter, 
Penfylvania, Carolina, &c. are under great Ne- 
ceſlities for Engl;ſh Manufactures, and an Incapa- 
city of providing Commodities to pay for them, 
has prevented the Engęliſ Merchants from ſend- 
ing them thoſe large Quantities that might be a 
ſoltcient Supply; and as inevitable Neceſſity. has 
put them upon manufacturing for themſelves; 
therefore this new Employment of providing Na- 
val Stores, was propos d to take them off the 
Manufactures that inter fere with ours 
But making a Monopoly or Stock of it, would 
utterly deſtroy the very latentions of the Naval 
Store Bill, force the Planters to continue to ma- 
nufacture for themſelves, and prevent the export- 
ing our Manofactores thi tber. 
Thhoſe Joint-Stocks or Companies, that have 
been erected for carrying on a Trade to the Planta- 
tions, have been found very prejudicial, and their 
Capitals have been quite traded away, and entire- 
1y loſt to the Proprietors. . . £5 1 3) 4408 £ 
Upon examining our Exportation of wrought 
Iron to the Plantations, it appears that the ſame 
amounts to about 1300 Tun yearly; the e 
7 8 +4 of: 


-" 
— — rs — —— 
— US a 
22 2 — — 


» 


465 


of it goes — Burbadeus, 1 the other 
 Sugar-Iflands.” © 

„Bot if we allo os? Mane Ton ts'The 
2 on 3 about _ _— 

to Vir and Maryland, where 

=_ —— —— than to ſet hands to the 
mak ing Iron Wares, and make ſoffcient deten 
ne we 4] 45:44 10 
Therefore it may be concluded, that these Ran- 
tations, as well as the Sugar- Iſiands, will never 
concern themſelves in making lron : Manufactures; 
ſo that the whole that can he 1 — 2 is the we- 
maining 350 1ᷣn. 

Now the Mavvfa@tory' of all this 370 Foe; 
allowing full 125.” per Hundred Workmanſhip, | 
comes but to 42004." 'a Sum not worth en 


in 

ern then very obvious, there was no reaſon for 
the aforeſaid poſitions. 

If theſe Gentlemens Care bad been for the Good 
of the Publick, why were the Woollen, Linen, 
and Leather Manufacturies, Hats, r. neglected? 

Is it not as much the {atereſt of England to 
preſerve the Exportation of thoſe Manu Ae 
1 F 

But if oar Plantations, — dns — or 
foarteen lron- Works employd in making Bar or 
Pig - Iron, were encouraged to bring it home, it 
would not only ſecure the Trade Wannen _— 
with them, but enlarge it. 2 21901 

This Riſe of Iron is a very fevere Taxon Wh 
goners, Carriers, and Farmers, viz. on the Ti 
of their Waggons, Carts, Fauna, and o- 
ther Iron- Works. 

It is three Half - pence or two Pence pev Horſe 
Shoe upon all large Waggon-Horſes and Coach- 
Horſes in and about London, and a Penny- on — 
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leaſt Shoe that is made: and I ſuppoſe; it way be 
near the ſame in other Parts of the Kingdom. 
Tis alſo a moſt. prodigious ener to 
all our Ship-building- 4800 Self n0 2 

We can't expect to make -Anchors; Bolts, or 
any other Iron- Works, for the Streig his, Spain, or 
Portugal, nor find. a Market ahroad for our, Iton- 


Rails, Gates, and other nice Iron-Works ; the 1-; 


ror being ſo much cheaper in Holland, 8 
Flanders, Nr. will — * Workmen to 20 
- thither to ſupply foreign Markets. 49590 3 
But tho we have as good O nta of ma- 
kis Iron as any Place in the niverſe by our o. ] m 
People in our own Plantations, - the Profit of 
which would be ſpent among us; yet we muſt not 
improve them: A Circumſtance hard to be ac- 
counted for ! | 
1f:it had not been for this Reſtraint upon” the 
Iron-Trade, we might have had the fitting out 
of our own Guinea Ships; but the Durch underſel- 
ling us in Guns, Knives, and other lron-Works, 
have thereby ingroſſed the fitting out whole Care, 
K * 
9215 muſt be owned the Diſtreſs of the Poor Ma- 
nufacturers is very great: The Dearnefs and Scar- 
city of Iron has-thrown abundance of them qut of 
work; and thoſe that continue to work, have ſuch 
large DeduQions out of their uſual Wages, that 
they meet with great Difficulties 1 to find Bread for 
their Families, 
The Iron- Manufacture is ſaid to be the third i in 
the Kingdom; and that not leſs thas 200,000, Fer: 
ſons are employ'd i in it. | 
The Waſte and Deſtruction of the Woods in 
Warwick, Stafford, Worceſter, Hereford, + tid 
Gleceſter, and Shop, Shires, by theſe Iron-Works, | 
is not to be imagiged, 
1 
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The Scarcity of Wood is already. grown fo 
great, that where Cord-Wood has been fold at 
{ix or ſeven Shillings per Cord within theſe few 
Years, it is now riſen to fourteen or fifreen Shil- 

lings; and in ſome Places is all conſumed. 
Ihe lIron-Works are got among the Woods in 
Glamorganſhire, and haye begun on the ſmall Quan- 
tity ia Pembrokeſhire, which can ſtand but a little 
time before them. „„ ket . 
And if ſome Care is not taken to preſerve our 
Timber from theſe conſuming Furnaces, there will 
not be Oak enough left to ſupply the Royal Navy, 
nor Shipping for the Uſe of the Merchant, to the 
great Diſcouragement of Ship-building and Na- 
vigation, upon which the Safety and Figure of 
theſe Kingdoms, as a Maritime Power, depends. 
It is generally allowed, that within theſe ſixty 
Years, Ireland was better ſtored with Oak-Timber 
than we are; but ſeveral Gentlemen from hence, 
as well as thoſe reſiding there, ſet up Iron-works, 
which in a few Years ſwept away the Wood to 
that degree, that they have not ſmall Stuff left to 
produce Bark for their Tanning, nor Timber for 
common and neceſſary Uſes. 5 
Their Diſtreſs is ſo great, that they are forced 
to ſend to England and elſewhere for Bark, and to 
Norway, &c. for Building- Timber, and ſuffer 
their large Hides ta be exported to Holland, Ger- 
many, and Flanders, where (to the loſs of that 
Manufactury) they are tanned: and every Body is 
ſenſible of the Damage it muſt be to a Kingdom 
to loſe their Manufacturies, and how difficult ir is 
to regain them. | 

For if we conſider ManufaQuries and Naviga- 
tion in general, we ſhall find that Kingdoms and 
States are more or leſs rich, as they have a greater 
or leſſer Share of Manufacturies and Naviga- 
tion. 
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of Ships muſt be very conſiderable. 
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1f we take a view of Denviark, Switzerland, 


Bohemia, and other Parts of Germany, we ſhall 
find the common People ſo miſerably poor, that 


they think themſelves happy when they have an 
Opportuaity of liſting for Soldiers, and are al- 
ways deſirous of hiring out their Troops to be 
maintain'd by their Neighbours, and to receive the 
ſmall Returns of Money they are capable of ſend- 
ang home- out of their Pay... - + -:. 
If we likewiſe take a view of our own King- 
dom, we ſhall find our Trade and Riches came in 
but very ſlowly till ourPlaatations began to be ſet- 
tled ; and as they throve, our Trade and Riches 
encreaſed, our Lands roſe in value, and our Manu- 
facturies encreaſed alſo. ES 
And there are Reaſons enough to be aſſigned for 
it, which I may at a proper time more fully de- 
monſtrate. To FRA 
*Tis generally agreed, the Sugar and Tobacco 
Plantations only, employ 300 Sail of Ships, which 
may be allowed to find Employment for 6000 
Sailors; and they and their Families are all main- 
tained by this Navigation. | 
Allowing each Ship to be worth 2000. fitted 
out to Sea, there muſt be 600, ooo J. of the Na- 
tional Stock employ'd in this Shipping, beſide their 
Cargoes. e e eee, e 
The Advantages of viQualling ſuch a Number 
The Dependants on this Trade, and their Fa- 
milies, are all ſupported and maiatained thereby ; 
ſuch as Ship-Carpeaters, Joiners, Caulkers, Sail- 
makers, Rope-makers, Anchor-Smiths, Block- 
makers, Ship-Chandlers, Bakers, Brewers, Butch- 
ers, Lightermen, Wharfingers, Porters, and Car- 
men, beſide many other Employments. L 
And further, let thoſe who are verſed in Poli- 
ticks, confider how much the natural * 
this 
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this Iſland are maintained, repaired, and aug- 
mented by ſo great a Number of the beſt of 
A 8 | i 
It has been affirmed by ſome very good Judges, 
that before the Settlement of our Plantations, 
we paid 400,000 /. yearly for Brazil Supars 
that we paid the Spaniards 1001. per Ton for 
Logwood, and an extravagant Price for a great 
many other Commodities, with which weare now 
ſupplied by our own Plantations. 5 5 
And Sir Fofiah Child tells us, that in his time 
Brazil Sugars were beat down by the Engliſh Su- 
gars from 7 or 81. to50s. or 3 l. per Hundred; 
and the Quantity imported from the Brazils from 
100,000 or 120,000 Cheſts, to 30,000 Cheſts. 
And by another Author we are alſo told, that 
Brazil Tobacco ſtood us from 45. to 8 f. per Pound. 
If we conſumed but half the Quantity of Su- 
gar then that we now do, and it coſt us 7 or 81. 
per Hundred, it muſt ſtand the Nation in a Sum 
greatly exceeding 400,000 J. yearly, | : 
And had the Conſumptioa of Tobacco been 
then as great as it now is, it would have amoun- 
ted to a Sum that would exceed my Calcula- 
tion, | | 7 . | * | 
But now thoſe Colonies do not only ſupply us 
with all the Tobacco and Sugar we conſume, but 
ſend us above the Value of 506,000 J. yearly for 
Re- exportation, beſide Ginger, Cotton, Wool, 
Indigo, and many other Commodities, out of 
which great Numbers of Gentlemen and Planters 
who reſide with us, are maintained; and very 
large Sums of Money laid out in Lands in this 
Kingdom, which has exceedingly raiſed the landed 
Intereſt. 5 5 
Sir Joſiah Child computes, that every white Man 
in the Sugar Plantations employs four Perſons at 
home to provide him and his Negroes with Wear- 
C2 ables, 
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ables, Houſhold- Goods, dal] other en for 

carrying on the Work of the Plantations: And all 
agree that every Perſon employ d in Manufacturies 
for Exportation, adds a conſiderable; yearly Value 
to the publick Stock of this Nation. 

But notwithſtanding all the Advantages we re- 
ceive from the Plantations, I am. fully of opinion 
that that Trade might be ſo improved as to be 
twice as good to this Kingdom as it now is. 

And that a little Care to put the People there 
into a way to ſend us. their Commodities, and 
Productions, would cauſe. them to throw away 
their Woollen, Linen, and other Manufacturies 
that interfere with this Kingdom, as Virginia has 
done upon the late Act for encouraging the Expor- — 
tation of Tobacco. 

And as ſoon as thoſe Favours are granted them, 
and they have made ſome progreſs therein, I doubt 
not but we ſhall ſee a new Scene opened, additio- 
nal Manufacturies carrying on in Great Britain; ; 
and Gentlemen would find new Houſes, built upon 
their Eſtates, Towns encreaſe, and Lands riſe 
about them; Corn, Cattle, and all ſorts of Pro- 


viſions, go off quick, and at a better Price: for 


where Employment is to be found, Workmen 
will reſort, and Numbers of People will create 
_ Conſumption. 

I know ſeveral People are very fond of ſhipping 
out Corn, and we allow a confi derable Bounty to 
encourage it: And it is very well to have a Mar- 
ket when we have more Corn than we can ſpend. 

But few conſider the Advantages of ſending abroad 
our Woollen and other Manufaduries made of 
Materials within our ſelves. 

If we compare the National Advantages of ſhip- 
Ping out Corn, and alſo of our Woollen Manu- 
facturies, we ſhall find the ſending out the Value 
of 100“. in Woollen ManufaQuries to be full as 
good 
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good as ſending out the ſame Value in Corn; 

For both Corn and Wool are our natural Pro- 
duct; and Manufactury i is the Labour of our own 
People, as well as Plowing, Swing; —_— and 
Threſhing. | 
Ploughing, Threſhiog, &c. can only be per- 
formed by able Men; but in woollen Manufactu- 
ries Women and Children find Employment,” and 
are uſeful in carrying it on as well as Men: Every 
Body may be employ d i in ManufaQturies, but few 
in Tillage. | 

It's thought we export above. twenty times the 
Value in Manufacturies, that we Poſſibly can 0 
in > 1 hw 
= The foreign Markets for Corn are very uncer- 
train and precarious; but our Exportation of Ma- 
nufacturies may be render'd more ſteady and cer- 
tain, and Encouragement may open new Markets. 
Our great Care and Study therefore ought to be 
to enlarge the Exports of our ManufaQures, where 
there is ſo much room for Improvement; but more 
eſpecially to our own Plantations, where it is in our 
97 to enable them to purchaſe all their Clothing 

of us 
"Tis the Prudence of the Dutch to draw all the 
ingenious Artiſts and Manufacturers they can into 
their Dominions. 
They alſo take care that all Materials for Ma- 
nufaQuries be render'd as cheap as poſſible : And 
this Fore-ſight of theirs has enabled them to do 
thoſe Wonders by Trade which they have done. 
And the French are now vigorouſly perſuing the 
ſame Methods. | 

And it is the Opinion of a great many judicious 
Gentlemen, that if we, in like manner, endea- 
vour'd to draw in Artiſts and Manufacturers into 


this Nation, we might very eaſily conſume the 


Corn among ourſelves which we now export : 
| That 
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That one Buſhel of Wheat ſpent at home by ad- 
ditional Manufacturers is of fix times the adyan- 
tage to the Nation as a Buſhel ſhipped abroad; 
becauſe in ſpending one Buſhel of Wheat at home 
there is five times the Value ſpent in Fleſh, and 
forts of Proviſions, Beer, &c... that is to ſay, the 
Value of one hundred thouſand Pounds ſpent ig 
Wheat, would create the Conſumption of five 


hundred thouſand Found of the other Products of 


he Earth, vekde che Addition of Clothing, 


Houſe-rent, &c. 


But inſtead of a Bounty, or the Duty drawn | 


back on wrought Iron, it pays ein per Cent, 
outwards, and 20 per Cent. Cuſtom inwards, _ 


There is a l Duty on ſeveral ſorts of 


Dying-Stuffs, which makes our woollenManufaQtures 
g dear abroad; a great Exciſe on Soap, Candles, 
Leather, Cc. And if thoſe Duties are not take 
off, it is greatly to be fear d the Dutch and Frenc 
will have. an Advantage over us in Manufactu- 


ries, and draw away many of our Manufacturers 


As I have already mention'd the Advantage we 
receive by the Sugar and Tobacco-Plantations, 1 
ſhall now ſhew the Difficulties ſome of the Colo- 
nies are under for want of being put into a way 
to make Returns, particularly New England. | 
Their great Delight is to wear Engliſh Manufac- 
tures, bur the Difficulty of coming at them is 
very great; hitherto they have found no Silver 
Mines, and have never been put into a way to 
provide any thing to ſend us, that the Coun- 
try produces, but Pitch and Tar, Turpentine, 
and Ships of their own building. Thoſe Articles 
will go but a little way towards clothing ſuch 
Number of People, and therefore they are force 
to viſit the Spaniſh Coaſt, where they pick up any 


Commodity they can traffick for, to carry N 
7 . e ee 
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ber and Proviſiotis to the Sogar-Plantations, nad 
to the Logwood - Cutters at Campeachy, and there 
exchange them for the Product of thoſe Iſlands, 
Cc. which they generally ſend to us; they are 
forced to catch Fiſh, to make Pipe and Barrel 
Staves, & c. which they ſend to Portugal, Spain, 
or the Straits ; ; and laſtly to build a great Num- 
ber of Sh 15 the only Manafactur y (except Tur- 
pentine, Pitch, and Tar) in that Country, that 
they can ſend us, which they often ſell with their 
Cargoes in Porrug al, and other Parts of Ba 
as well as in Exglanl. 

By theſe Methods they abe ſhift to ccrope vp 
about 1 50, oo l. per annum, to pay for the Coods 
they buy of us. Tis almoſt ineredible that . 
ſhould be capable of raiſing ſo great a Sum; an 
= if they could find out Methods to raiſe more 

oney, their Demands for our Manufactures for 
their Supply would be vaſtly greater; for' want 
of which they are forced to fall on the Wochen, 
Linen, Iron, and Leather Manufacturies, or àn 
other wherein their Servants or Negroes can 
ſerviceable to them. 

This bath given great Uneaſinefs to the Mane 

facturers and Merchants, as well as Sailors of this 
Kingdom, and occalion'd many to ſay," that they 
ſtrive to carry away our Trade; that they have, 
great and ſmall, near 309 Sail of Ships in New- 
England alone. 
But the Perſons, who have received ſuch No- 
tions, ought to conſider, that this Number eon- 
fiſts moſtly of ſmall coaſting Sloops ; and rhat 
as to their larger Ships, the Merchants of Great 
Britain are Owners in great Part; and from theſe 
Ships, and their Cargoes, is produc'd all the Mo- 
_ ney we receive for our Manufactures. 

If they had more Ships, and-as well employ'd, 
that could be fold with their Cargoes in Europe, the 


-. 
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Demand for our Manufactures would be ſo much | 
the more enlarg'd, as the Opportunity of making 
Returns amounts to. „%% 
But if they had Encouragement, we might re- 
ceive all our Naval Stores from them, which we 
now have from Sweden, . Norway, &c. and for 
which we are forced to pay in Gold and Silver. 
For our own Plantations abound with divers 
forts of Wood, viz. Gum-Wood, Mehoggony, 
Wild Cherry, Cheſnut, Cypreſs, Cedar, Wallaur, 
Hickery, Oak, as well as the common ſorts. of 
"Wood which we receive from Sweden, Norway, 
and Germany; which (if the Duties were taken 
off) might be imported cheaper than we have 
them from thence. They have made excellent 
Pot-aſhes, they produce very good Flax, have 
rais'd very great Quantities: of it, and have be- 
gun on Hemp; which grows ſo high on rich 
Grounds, that tis difficult to dreſs it at full 
Length. is ff 


\ 


In Carolina they produce the beſt Rice in the 
World; and if that Trade was well directed, it 
might ſapply Portugal, Spain, and ſtaly with it, as 
well as the other Parts of Europe. | 
They have extraordinary rich Copper-Mines: 
and if ſearch: was made, tis thought ſome of a 
better nature may be found.  __ 176 

They have Iron-Stone all along the Continent, 
from the Soathermoſt Parts of Carolina, to the 
Nor ther moſt Part of New England, in great Plen- 
ty; ſome of it, upon Trial, has made extraordi- 
nary good tough Iron, and very good Steel. 
No Part of the World abounds more with 
-prodigious Quantities of Wood, nor has more 
Rivers and Streams than that, Part of the Conti- 

nent. There is ſo much Wood, that the great 
Charge of the Planter is to clear the Ground. - 
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And as no one Undertaking conſumes fo much 

Wood as Iron - Works, if they were erected, the 
Land would be cleared of the Wood, the Ait puri- 
fied, the Ground made fit for Hemp and Flax, and the 
beſt Timber might be preſerv'd for bringing home: 

In charcoaling the Wood, there will be à very 
good Opportunity of drawing Pitch and Tar out 
of the Pine-Trees ; and no Wood, according to the 


beſt Obſervation, makes better Charcoal for Iron- 


Works: and all this without any other Charge than 
providing Fewel for theTron-Works, ſuch a De- 
pendency have theſe Operations one upon another. 

And as there are ſo many Circumſtances that at- 
tend the making Iron in our own Plantations, if 
proper Encouragement was given, it may be 
brought to a very great Perfection, and ſuch Quan- 
tities made, as to exceed in value any other Pro- 
duct of our Plantations, Fer | 

Iron is a Commodity of univerſal Uſe, ſtaple; 
and certain in all Parts of the known World; con- 
ſequently as much to be valued as Silver or Gold:; 
a Commodity that will be carried every where as 
Ballaſt, at little or no Charge. ' © © 
And whereas the Dutch do ſupply Portugal, the 
Straits, and Turkey with great Quantities,” if we 


could be ſo happy as to have a full Supply from 


our own Plantations, either by Adventurers from 
hence, who would lay out their Eſtates in erecting 
Iron-Works, or in Exchange for the Woollen or 
other Manufactures which we export to thoſe 
Places ; we. ſhould not only ballaſt our Ships with 
Iron, but export great Quantities, not only all 
over the Straits and Turkey, but even to India and 
Africa; and ſoon become Maſters of a good part 
of the Trade. COTS l 
And as we were once dependant on the Swedes fot 
Pitch and Tar, we muſt remain fo ſtill to them 
for Iron, as we muſt to Norway and to them for 
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Boards and Timber, and to Muſcovy for Hemp, 
unleſs ſome Care is taken to relieve us;frpm fuch a 
Dependency.; For tho tis ' probable we ſhall ſoon 
have a ſufficient Supply of Iron from Sweden, yet 
upon any new Rupture with any of them, dur Ma- 
nufacturers may be put to the ſame Difficulty as 
they have lately been undder. 
And as the Czar has all the principal Ports from 
whence we receive our Supply of Hemp in his own. 
Hands, it is more than probable that he will endea- 
vour to play the ſame Game that Sweden did with 
their Pitch and Tar, viz. oblige us to receive it by 
his own Shipping, and at his own Prizes. Poſſibly 
this was what was aimed at in the Projects ſome- 
time ſince offer'd to England, France, and Holland, 
one after another; aud for the ſame Reaſon might 
be rejected by them all. It is therefore very dan- 
gerous for us to depend on a Supply of Hemp from 
thoſe that endeavour to get from us a part of our 
Trade and Navigation. eee gn 
Tis: ſaid the French have tranſported above 
20,000 People to their new Settlements of Miſſi- 
pps within this little time: and as they are fo 
ſeaſible of the Advantage of Colonies, and can 
by degrees compaſs all their Deſigns (witneſs Hiſ- 
paniola, Cape Breton, and Newfoundland) I believe 
almoſt every Body will agree tis now time to look 
about us: And ſince they go on with ſuch extraor- 
digary Vigour in tranſporting great Numbers of 
People, and give ſo great Encouragement to thoſe 
who will tranſport. themſelves thither, and have 
made ſuch ſtrong Forts all along the River Canada, 


and on the back of our Settlements, it will be 


well if they admit our Limits to come near them. 

We indeed claim a vaſt Tract of Land to the 
Weſtward of Carolina, Virginia, &c. but we find 
the French have brought their Settlements already 


cloſe to the back of ours. The late French King 
+ 8 | having 
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having granted all the Lands bordering on th 
Engliſh Settlements of Carolina, &c. to the Sieur 
Crozat, in which the River Avabaſh is included, 
which runs cloſe to the Apalatinan Mountains, (Hills 
that run above the Heads of thoſe Rivers which 
have their Courſe thro Carolina and Virginia,) 
Places moſt convenient to build Forts for protect- 
ing the Skin-Trade, and vending our Woollea and 
ot 


er Commodities; tis thought ſome valuable _ 


Mines are contain'd in thoſe Mountains. If they 
ſhould, ſeize them, or lay hold of part of them, and 
afterwards on the Heads of the Rivers leading in- 
to the Virginian Sea, and defire' to carry their Na- 
vigation that way, it may in time create Miſunder- 
ſtandings. - | 1 5 

la my humble Opinion, the ſureſt way to pre- 
ſerve our Claims and Properties to our Colonies 
is by peopling them, as the French do theirs; an 
building Forts and Settlements on our Frontiers, as 
they do on theirs. Their Navigation is ſo far up, 
both the Rivers Canada and Miſſiſopps, that, not- 
ſtanding the great care taken, they will often want 
Supplys: 15 our Plantations lying all along the 
Sea -Coaſts, with the River Canada and Aiſſiſppi 
on our Backs; and their Settlements being on 
thoſe Rivers, and about the great Lakes, ours and 
theirs will be ſo near, that it will be impoſſible to 
prevent their ſupplying themſelves with Woollen 
and other Goods from our Frontiers. 

There is no doubt but the Miſſiſippi Compa- 
ny will give their own People all the Encon- 
ragement that can be thought on; for tis 
ſaid a great number of Negroes will be diſ- 
tributed among them at the Company's Charge, 
and that experienced judicious Perſons will be ap- 
pointed to examine and conſider what Productions 
may be raiſed from the ſeveral Parts of the 
Country, and proper Directors appointed to ſee 

| | F hep nh 


that 
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that the People go on regularly in raiſing what e- 
very Part is moſt' capable of producing, till the 
Planters ſhall have Skill and Experience to con- 
duct their own Affairs, and the Tract is perfectly 
beaten out, and the People ſettled in it. 
If the French Settlements have all theſe Encou- 
ragements, and ours ſhould be debarr'd, making 
Tron, and not encouraged to ſend it home in Pig 
or Bar, nor admitted to ſend home their Boards 
and Timber, and the other Commodities which 
I have already mention'd, tis eaſy to judge by 
the Artificers they get from us, what Draughts 
hey will make ont of our Plantations, for there 
is not ſo much as a Hedge between us and them 
%%Ü— ! | 
Our greateſt Security, 'and the readieſt way to 
enrich this Nation, is ta give the Plantations En- 
couragement towards the producing thoſe Com- 
modities before-mentian'd, and any other that 
may be of advantage to us and them. No doubt 
People from all Parts, who are now made uneaſy, 
would be glad to remove to ſuch deſirable Coun- 
tries as our Plantations are, much more deſirable 
than thoſe of the French, becauſe the Navigation, 
is not attended with the Difficulties of failing 


fome hundreds of Miles, up dangerous Gulphs, be- 
fore they can come at their Port. 
A great many Families have tranſported them - 
ſelves from ſeveral Parts of Germany, Poland, &c. 
to our Plantations; and a. little Encouragement. 
would draw great numbers thither.  _ 
Iis certain a very great Treaſure may be gain'd, 
to this Nation by peopling our Colonies: It is. 
therefore to be wiſhed, that ſome Countenance 
was given to ſeveral ſorts of laborious. People, 
both in Germany and Switzerland, who are but in- 
differently treated ia their reſpeQive Countries, 
to tranſport themſelves thither. e I | 
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I think it will ſafficieatly appear, that the En- 
couragement of making Pitch and Tar in the 
Plantations has made us independaat for thoſe 
Commoditys; that now we have no need to 
bribe any Miniſtry, nor ſupplicate any Prince 
in the World to ſapply us with them * for our 
Gold and Silver; alſo that our Plantations can 
effectually ſupply bs with all other naval Stores; 
and that if they had Encouragement to pro- 
vide lron, Hemp, Flax, Boards and Timber, we 
| ſhould be effeQually ſapplied with all thoſe Com- 
modities, not only for our own Uſe, but for Re- 
exportation; and that as ſoon as the Planters had 
other Employ ments to turn their hands to, they 
would preſently abate ſeading Pitch and Tar in 
ſo great Quantities; and what they did ſend 
would be as good as that from Sweden, as I am 
credibly informed ſome of it is which is lately 
arrived. A YOU SY a 
And not only fo, but more Commodities and 
Goods to greater value, may be brought home for 
Re-exportation than what we now re-export of 
the Product of our Sugar and Tobacco Plantations, 
and that the additional Navigation to our Plan- 
tations will be more than double What it now is. 
That as the great Obſtruction to the Naval 
Store Bill was the Fear of injuring our Irog- 
ManufaQurys, nothing can'hinder it ſo much as 
preventing their ſending us what they can raiſe 
from their natural Product and Soil. 3 
For as they have 14 or 15 lron-works, as I have 
already hiated, if they can't have liberty to bring 
hither Bar or Caſt-Iron, & c. they will want Ef- 
fects to purchaſe Iron and other Manufactures 
with us, and conſequently muſt be forced to work 
up their own Iron, &c. whereas if they might 
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8 1 Vid. Dr. Robinſon's Letter before recited, | 
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export hither thoſe Commodities I have meation'd, 
they might barter them for manufactured - Iron, and 


other Manufactures. PE 


But becauſe tis pretended that the Iron Manny. 


faQuries of this Kingdom might be damaged, and 
our Exportation of Iron to the Plantations leſſen'd, 


by making Iron there; and that therefore the great 


Advantages that would come both to us and the 
Ae by the Naval Store-Bill muſt be 
1 ſhall; before I conclude this Letter, propoſe 
a Method that I hope will ſufficiently ſatisfy the 


Gentlemen that are really under thoſe Appreben- 


ſions, and preſerve not only that Manufactury to 
us, but alſo ſhew how our Navigation may be ma- 
naged fo as to prevent the Inconveniencies which 
are alledged we receive from the New-England 


Ships, and leave to them the ſame Advantages 


which we enjoy in our Navigation. 


But I would firſt ſay ſomething of the Advanta- 


ges the Colonies will receive by turning their hands 


from the Manufactures which interfere with ours, 


and employing themſelves in providing the afore- 
ſaid Commodities for ſending home. 0 
That which has enabled - our Tobacco-Planta- 


tions to outdo the Tobacco-Planters of Europe, 


is the Cheapneſs of their Land, and the cheap 
Work of their Negroes. They have their Lands 
at a ſmall Quit-reat, which will enable them, when 
once got into the way of it, to outdo Raſſia it 
ſelf in the Cheapneſs of their Hemp and Flax, as 


it has done in Tobacco. They are now at a very 


great Charge to clear their Ground of Wood, 
which when cut down is of ab manner of uſe to 
them; but a ſmall Addition to their pre- 
ſent Charge, would make it into Charcoal or 
Pot-aſhes. iy Al | 14 
The 


'S, - {6 ob 


The Reſin; bring their Hemp and Flax, which 


is ſhipt off at Archangel, above 500 Miles by Land- 
Carriage, and above a thouſand Miles down the 
Dwina, before tis put on board: But our Plan- 
tations lie all along the Continent, near the Sea - 
Coaſt, and there are every where Rivers navigable 
into the Country. Great part of the Land is. very 
rich, and fit for Hemp and Flax; and 'tis a much 


_ eaſier SI Ie thence to England, than it 


is from Archangel. © | 7 11 

Hemp and Plax require very rich and ſtrong 
Land, which muſt be often dunged; but in the 
Plantations, when it has bore 2 or 3 Crops, their 


Land is of fo ſmall value, they can afford to lay 


it down till it recover itſelf, and break op freſh 
Ground. By theſe Methods the Productions of 
the Land will ſoon ſtock them with Hemp, Flax, 
Boards, and Timber, which will enable them to 
purchaſe our Woollen and other Manufactures. 

And when this Privilege is given, many of them 


would be content that a Bounty was allow'd to 


import their Wool into England, as well as their 
Hides, becauſe every thing (as they ſay) would 
help to pay for our Manufactures, which are ready 


Prepared for them. 


This Method would contribute to enrich this 
Nation; and it will not only be a Happineſs to 
us to have their Wool to manufacture, but it 


- 


will take it ont of their way 


The Blanket-Makers of Whitney will be glad 
of the worſt of it, and work it up into Blankets, 
and ſend it them again wrought up, which at this 
time is a very great Trade to the Plantations. » : 

Wee ſhould by this means transfer the Employ- 
ment we give the Danes and Swedes (which we 


pay dearly for in Gold and Silver) to our own Peo- 
ple in the Plantations, and pay them for their 
Labour and Productions with the Labour and Ma- 
OY by fnuactures 
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nufactures of this Kingdom; and at the ſame 
have the whole Navigation to our ſelves. 
IIn the third Year of the late Queen's Reign, a 
Bill paſs'd for allowing a Bounty on Hemp im- 
ported from the Plantations, which was again re- 


ned in the twelfth Year of her Reign for eleven | 


Vears longer, which time draws towards a Con- 
cluſion; and as no Perſons have undertaken to 
import any Hemp into this Kingdom all this 
time, tis not likely they ſhould: now begin, un - 
leſs there be a: farther time granted for allowing 
a Bounty. SO ue i ft; B el 
And wheress there was no notice taken of Flax 
in that Bill, if the ſame Bounty was allowed on 
Flax as on Hemp, it might have induced the 
Planters to ſow both together; for they are Com- 
madities ſowed in the ſame ſort. of Ground, and 
order'd in the ſame manner: If one fails, the o- 
ther may hit. They are both naval Stores, Flax 
being uſed in making Sail-Cloth. © 0% ol 
©7 Bat beſide, it will be of extraordinary advantage 


to the Nation: For the Lands in Great Britain be- 


ing (as I have already obſerved) too dear for ſow- 
ing Flax, and therefore the Quantity ſowed not 
allowing Work for above four or five Months in 
the Lear, many thouſand of People both in the 
North of England and Scotland are unimploy'd all 
SHS TAR © ˙ co 7G Gon 
Ti by ſuch Misfortunes that People learn idle 
Habits, and with difficulty are brought to work 
again: But if they were kept at full Work, they 
would make twice the Quantity of Linens that are 
now made. And the extraordinary Plenty of 
Flax that might be produced by this Encourage- 
ment, would give opportunity to many thouſands 
of People, now out of Employment, to fall into 
this Manufactury; and we need not go far for a 
Market, ours being the beſt in Europe. 
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People into proper Methods, many fair Opportu- | 


(On ) 
_  Where:care:is taken by the State to put their 


nities of ent iching Kingdoms ste gains. 


The lat8 French King, ſtirred up by the oer. 


fol Oppoſition be met with upbn bis invadlug the 
Provincts of Holland, found: that Treaſu re 800 


not neſz of Territory, 2was what Gables the 
Durch ti oppoſe. him; that their Riches aroſt from 
their Manufactures, Trade, and Navigation: and 
therefore he determined to follow their Example. 
The frſb Undectakiog was to tempt skifal Ma ſ- 


| ter-Workmenand ManufaQurersffomiothey Coun- 


trieg i nlg rr non i 2408 T ,vichelvaslt/ 


Arbe Golden Bit was: laid bifere pd. y. 0 | 


[mho took it ; and m conſiderat ion of a 
— e Sum advanc'd him, "ad Liberty of Conſcienco 
im and all his Beſcendanis and à Miniſter of 


bis own herſuaſion allowed w- prech ro them, he 


remuted to! Abbeville, with Frain of Workmen. 
And tis remarkable tha tothis w ab done about the 
ſume time that the French:Kiitlg ane ts o 
Subjects for their Religiu um 
By this meam the Woonen Matiofa@ury: was 
eſtabliſhed there, and .Ipread it fel into/feveral 
other Parts of Fante ; and divers other valuable 
Improvements:were made id Fade, not Gay in 
providing Materials for ManidfaSuries on the very 
beſt Terms, and eolarging their Navigation” 'but 
to. peopling'their Colonies abroad. 
The Spirit: of 6 Trade tlat then be au 2 
them; bas continued erer Au; and ſeems nov 
to riſe higher than ever. "2 10 x67 7 
Their ſtealing away d of our AWeiversito 
ſettle at U. a fo lately, and ſeveral other At- 
tempts which they have ſucceeded” in, ots ho 
nieteſſary it is to be upon our guard, and if poſſi- 
ble, to keep our Workmen to our ſelvesz for if 
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Provinces 


be no Encoutagements nadilagto tempt'em away. 

And the Emperor is now trying to eſtabliſh 
Woollen Manufacturies in his hereditary Domi- 
nions: and the Methods taken to reſtrain and 


obſtruct the Conſumpt ion of our Woollen Manu- 
factures ia thoſe Countries, amount to a Prohibi - 
tion upon ſeveral forts of them; tho, at the ſame 


time, our PR Supply: of - Linen is from his 
of Sileſia, Bohemia, and Moravia, Wn 
amount to a. vaſt Sum yearly. 


If part of that Money could be fared, by find- | 


ing Employment for more of our Poor in the Linen 


Manufactury, I hope it would be very pleaſing to 


every Body: and I am humbly of opinion, that al- 


lowing a Bounty on Hemp and Flax from Ache Plans | 


tations would eſſect it. 

Iadeed all the Naval Stores pro ole! in that 
Bill are Commodities which we are ! to have 
from abroad, for which we pay moſtly ready Mony. 


I koow ſeveral People have a very mean Opi- 
nion of the Linen Manufactury; but that _ 


proceed from want of knowing it better. 
The Manufactury of Linen may be altogether as 


| profitable as that of Wool. 


Some Perſons both in Somerſe ſhire and Dor reſhire, 
that threw off the —— Os 
Revolation, and went upon making n — 
found the Advantages thereof. 


As we cannot have Flax and Hemp due but | 


on our beſt Lands, and many Land lords not allow- 
ing theit Tenants the Liberty of ſowing either 


Flax or Hemp, becauſe it impoveriſnes the Land; 
for this reaſon there is but a poor Progreſs - 
made at home in that ManufaQury, to what 


it is capable of: 5. 
The Flax is inconſiderable in value to what it is 
when made into Cloth: A Pound manufactured 


may be worth a whole hundred Weight of Flax 1 | 


4 
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And a Bounty given the People in the Planta- 
tions, is but a+ mere Trifle towards their Labour; 
the Extent and Cheapneſs of their Lands, and cheap 
Labour ef their Slaves, will enable them in a little 
time to afford it us much cheaper than we can raiſe 
it our ſelves, or import it from; Ruſſia or any other 
foreign Market. The pitch and Tar already men- 
tion d is a full Proof thereof; and the People in the 
Plantations want nothing but a little Direction and 
Encouragement to put them to wok. ; 
It is a, hard Matter to tara People from the 
Employment, to which they have been accuſtom'd, 
to a new one; and as Neceſſity put the Inhabitants 
of the Plantations on Manufacturies for their 
Clothing, Cc. if this new Employment be pro- 
vided for them, ſome Care onght to be taken to 
turn their Induſtry to enter upon it: and therefore 
ſome gentle Reſtraiors may be laid on thoſe Manu- 
faQuries which too much interfere with ours. And 
as the great danger we are to fear is from the cheap 
Labour of their Negroes, they ought to be entirely 
excluded from being implay'd.in;any /MagufaQuries, 
For no body will think it reaſonable, when 
a Nation has ſpared her People to ſettle. a 
Colony, that their Arts, Myſteries, and Skill in 
ManufaQturies, ſhould be tranſmitted to the Slaves 
of thoſe Planters. 8 Tt 20 
Therefore as they ate only intended for Plant. 
* and doing the Drudgery of the Plantations, 
they ought not to work at any fart of lron-Manu- 
factury, farther than making into Pigs; nor be 
admitted to weave, or comb, or ſpin any Wool, 
nor to ſpin or weave. any Flax for Linen-Cloth; 
nor to work up, or be admitted to manufacture 
Hats, Stockings, or Leather. | 
And if after a certain time allowed for notice, 
any Negroe or Slave is found working at any 
of the afareſaid "© ls tis propoſed that 
N 2 ; his 


. C86) 
his Maſtet or Owner ſhallforfeit bisRightar 
to him or them, and the ſaid Negro or Negtoes ſhall 
be trahſported out ef afl the Plantatiens on the 
Cobtiaciit to ſome uf: the Sugar Hla nds vr to the 
Spaniſu Plantatibns there te be ſoldꝭ . for 
the Besefit of che Ring, and for 
the Betleſit of the lafofmer- 1444 £215 et 
And there is reaſon to believe "the Planters will 
be econteut ts have rtheit Negroes ercluded from 


working at any fe he Uforeſaid uissuscturies, 


provided they may imp them in raifing Flax 
and Hemp maki dg fro; Boards, & c und be fuf= 
ficiently-endoutaged te fend them bither ; and that 
they wil corſet te ably further Regulation that 
may! be thbught HeeeHfar to prevent their inter- 
feting wick the ManufaRorics of Groit Britain. © 
r is. therefore Prep, That every Mal” 
Weaver, Smith; vr! Csmber, in the Planta- 
tions, ff be obliged' tb appear before the Go- 
vernoar of eath Provihee; there to repiſter his 
Name and Place of 'Ab648, and take a Licence, aud 
pay for the Liberty of exerciſing his Trade; and 
to leave à faithful Accbunt of the Number and 
Names of the journeymen he employs: And every 
ſuch dur neyman ſhall be abliged to appear before 
the Go ver nour, aud regiſter his Name, and take 
out a Licence for working with ſuch'a Maſter, and 
ſnall pay for Liberty to exereiſe his Trade; Which 
Licence ſhall continue for one Year, and no longer; 
but if he changes his Maſter, he ſhall be obliged" to 
change the Regiſter of his Place cf Abode to thar 
of the Perſon he ——ͤ—j— — Vy eee 
The Governor of each Province ſhalt be oblig?d” 


to tranſmit a faithful Account of the Number of 
Maſter- Smiths, Maſter-Weavers, Maſter-Combers, 
Number of Looms, and Number of Journeymen 
employed in each Madufactury: which Account 
ſhall be every Year tfanſmitted to the 3 of 
+ 1 ra de 


tand Title 
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L 37.) 
Frade and Plantations; with an exact Account of all 
New: comers anchof cheit laſt Place of Abode: 


By this means the Lords of: Tradammill alva 
have n/Opportanitp of ſeeidg the #hcreaſe or Di- 


minution of tlie Manufatct — 
which may be emDuraged or depre , — 
to their Wants, or the of labtir too in 


Ius 3017 2 — oy 


interfering! wit s. 1 1 
O Phis (het inond ill be far» 


that Work. A 4 wil — 


fectuully prevent ithe ing eaſe of7 Maaufacturies in 


the Calonies, than db? fevereſt:Clayſe- could da 
by preferriug ti thi Buplopmatadaraof: foi mack 
reater value. % god 3m e eee en 
n ena Hof bas iropy os goge anirenhiy 
© Tis»: nadoudtedly a great Detriment to 
Trade f this Nation, to ſuffer Ships to ſail from 
the Plantations to the Strain e: nnd return 
again, without beiag vbliged fit ſt ito come hume 
— to clear out from hence for the Plantations. — 
For, notwithſtanding the Laus againſt taki 
in any of the Manufactures or Merchandire 
__ thoſe Countries, Sailors and Super-Cargues will 
break! thro them ʒ and when they receive Money; 
will inveſt part of it ĩa ſome Commodity ot other, 
2 carry back with: them; and: they never want 
ities of buying 7:alian Silky French Silks, 
and Druggets, : /adiun Silks and Gallicoes; 


French; Dutch, ww Hambuigh:Linens : by which 
means the Money that ſhould be: draught: to us, 
is 3 in 1 We neden malt 

, Der gun *B 2900 © * wort; dun 
. | This 
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This irregular Navigation draws away more of 
bur Sailors to ſettle in the Plantations, OP 
one-imploymentthat can be named. i, ” 
For -abundance of Weſt-Country Veſſels that 
go to New-E 2 EI *Biſh, make ſeve- 
— ever tonching in dne Wen 
— the way. 4 57 
| This Practice calls over the Wife to vilt che 

Hosband at Nrw-Exgland ; hud wen they are to- 
gether, they ſoon e Inhabitants, and io cr 
loſe our People hd Trade 290; nians vez moi 
Tberefore to regulate this Trade, and render it 
equally advantageous both to Great Britain and the 
Nautatious, it is ꝓropoſed that all Ships belong- 
ing to the Plantatious, Who take in a Laading of 
Fiſh or Lumber for the Smart, ſhall be obliged, — 
fare they return to the Plantations, to come td 

Great Brituin, and bring the Produce uf their Cargoes 
with them and then clear out for the Plantations. 

This Method will put both our and their Na- 
vigation upon an equal and juſt Foundation; and 
muſt ſatisfy thoſe Gentlemen who were uneaſy to 
ſee: ſo. many of our Seamen —— — 
Service of the Colonies. 

I know it will be objected, that ſo many Ships 
being obliged to return to England from the Straits, 
— of them muſt come home empty, and con- 
ſequently be a dead'Loſs to the Owners. 
But if this Regulation is made in our Navi- 
gation, thoſe Ships that diſcharge in Ports * 
Spain, &c. muſt come to Great Britain before t 
return to America; and may afford to take in a 
Loading at a —— — ar than either the 

Durch or H. end their Ships thi- 
ther, and return; — conſequently will become 
the common Carriers for them both: for the 
Dutch Merchants, &c. ſtudy all frugal ways ta 
renger their Goods as cheap at Market as Neri 


. * 
The Navigation: now carried on between the 
Pt lantations, Spain, Portugal, and- eee with- 
out coming — — is for Biſh, Timber, 
Board s, Pipe Staves, ad other-Lomber ; and — 
cauſe of the Quickneſs of of the 5 
ee 


ntĩties are ſold in thoſe Coun 
2 ate remitted; and lata n * _ purchaſe 


res in 2 x 

very * Goods are 

b - will not 
r the Charges: at Britain. 
8 A Re-ſhippin og, and 


Freight, to the Seraces, *which cannot be leſs than 

| er Hundred; which is in a manner a Pro- 
ibition upor Sugar, f Tobacco, Rice, and all other 
bulky C mmodities, the one f al mbich would 


Some Years the Rice of e cars. 
ried directly to Portugal, &. and great Quanti- 
ties were ſold there; and ſo well approved, that 
it beat out the Rice of Fe and Epype wherever 


7 Se. were laſt, and the Plan 
| Diſcouragements,. that they 
the ſume Vigour in rai- 
3: Which i a very great Loft to 
0 is Kingdom 2 for all the 


ſcrape up ſ —— 
rape up omethiag to-lend home, 
if poſlible * may return to 70a 2 


Lk” 7 4 7} K 
dein erigiocl ib ee been is dy 8c 
ſpend the Remainslaf Life. cee 23 
Suppoſe m naw ſend toe Sin, Perigaz 5 185 
from all the Plantations, to the value of 5 . 
early in Fiſn, aniber, . ind this Müneß 
temitted ta u, aud blad- out in 
Woolleg and other Manufactures, it is all Proſit to 
us; but if the Merchant beda bad this ſnott Na- 
vigation, an&beobliped de Hud than in E, 
and reſhip them me ond not ſendbdne c απ]tisck 
— the Sttaiti, r. that we: now dog which 
would fall ai the Ma Product and 
Merchandize of England. * nN $13 03 i 
21f thoſe who ſit at the Helm wobid be ptcaſed | 
vas conſider What Productions The Plantation 
wilt bear bringing home, and eſhi] td an, 
&c. and what willndt, hey might by their Pru- 
dence and Fbreſight, f — Branch of the 
FPlantation-I rade to be improved to a very great 
ee: Andif Port- Maban was made a free Port, 
bulky Commodities migbt be ladped there, -when 
Markets did not anſwer, till there was a Demand 
for them, which-wauld' foondraw.'s:conſiderable 
Trade thitherz and would alſo:be artended:.with 
ſo many Acrommòdations in favour of the Traile 
of Great Britain That ãt deſerveã a proper time to 
explain, and fet forth the Ad tantages thereof at 
Portigal; Stain, the Straits, - and: the Lea, 
5 a large part af the Commodities brougint 
from America, and might be great Caſto mers for 
the Products of the Engliſh Plautatidns, could they 
be carried direct to them upon an eaſy Freight; 
therefore all Goods that are not capable of 
factury, and cannot bear the Charge of biingiagg 
home and reſhipping, might go directiyto the gu. 
which would grłatiy inlarge the Sales of our Plan. 
draw: hither» the Silver 
and Gold of „ 1 for its: A 
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Mages 5 nter vals 
5 f Buſineſs : But 1 er find leiſure to enlarge on 


me Particulars | touch d upon, and 
39 further oY 5 0 dints in Wade, and 


natural Advantages belo 955 to Great Britain, tht 
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Pig Iron intq Bar &9 
our Iron 8 
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I il bern $ deen alledged our Iron i 1 22 with 
; Copps-Wood, and we ſhould. a *Con- 
amption enough for, i. of MAE: it not for” en- 


orkr. — 
Work I "Velieve upon Eucufry, it wilt be f 2 
that Copps - Wood is chiefly ofed i in drawing & 
Iron into Bar, which bears but a ſmall Proportion 
of the Conſumption of Wood to that of melting 
down the Oar into Caſt-Iron. 
But if the lar 7 is uſed in Furnaces, it may 
certainly be uſe More advantage in waking 
9 bave already obſerv'd, 
fully carried on, 


without reg a Iron added 
to w 2 > 

0 | is Kingdom 
to bebe Impe Traction ..s "ON or Pig-Iron 
from the\Plintations,>by rakit Jug | Dol all = dy 
and alBwing-a ſma -Bqynty.790 urage the 
Beginr p g (without 
which it I ie fe ear wk will be 
made in it) in ard N into Bar- 


Iron here. 

For I am informed, the * Quantity of Wood 
that will make as much Sow-Iron as is ſufficient 
for one Ton of Bar-Iron, will make near four 
times the quantity of Pig into Bar-Iron and the 
number of Poor employ'd in forging Iron -into 
Bar, will be abundantly. more than can work at 
© Furnaces:- 

Suppoſing, for Argument, our Copps-Wood 
now makes 8000 Ton of Iron from the Oar — 4 

JJ... + it 44s 4 4 RI alt- 


... ̃ © 
Caſt-Iron, and from Caſt intoſ Bar, the ſame Quanti» - i 
ty may make 30, ooo Tun out of Pig into Bar-Iron ; 3 
and if that Quantity is not enough for Home- Con- i 
ſumption, it may be enlarged to 45 or 50, oo „ 
Tun, without breaking in upon our Timber. — 
For if we have Caſt- Iron from the Plantations, any ' =_ 
Part of the Kingdom, to which there is Water- _—_ 
Carriage, and Wood and Water convenient for erec- =” 
ting Forges, may have the ſame opportunity of EF 
making Pig into Bar-Iron, as thoſe already erected. "BS 
And there are very fewCounties in the Kingdom hut _ 
have the Conveniency of navigable Rivers or 
W ater-Carriage to them, and may, if Gentle- ; 
men pleaſe, partake of the Advantages, as well 
as thoſe Counties that have Iron-Oar and Far- ES i 
nuaces among them. 5 a SY 
And as ſeveral Gentlemen are deſirons to en- - 
c.ourage the Importation of Pig-Iron, and not Bar, g 
from our own Plantations, fearing it might inter- 
. fere with the Bar- Iron made here; yet the Bar- 
| Manufactury maꝝ berarried on to the great ad. 
vantage of thoſe Gentlemen of this erer „ 


who are willing to be concerned in Iron-Works 
: in the Plantations, without any manner of De- 
pendency on Great Britain for a Market. $1. 
For if Bar- Iron was brought home from the 
Plantations, and lodged in the King's Ware-Houſe, 
till ſent to a foreign Market; pr carry d directly to "44 
Portugal, Spain, and the Straits, as we do Lumber, * I 
Fiſh, &c. we ſhould find Matkets enough for all - © 
that will be made, the Valne of which would be 


A 


ö ſent us home in Gold or Silver. 
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